Introduced by Council Member Love & Co-sponsored by Council Members 

Crescimbeni, Holt, Joost & Carter:
RESOLUTION 2013-363
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING U.S. NAVY AIRMAN BRETT PARKS FOR HIS BRAVERY AND SELFLESS SACRIFICE IN ATTEMPTING TO PREVENT AN ARMED ROBBERY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Naval Aircrewman Mechanical (AWFAN) Brett Parks was born in Miami, joined the U.S. Navy in 2008 and was assigned to Patrol Squadron VP 30 based at Naval Air Station Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, in October 2012, Airman Parks witnessed a robbery taking place at an apartment complex he was visiting, and, while attempting to intervene and apprehend the robber, was shot and seriously wounded by the perpetrator; and


WHEREAS, immediately rushed to Shands Jacksonville Medical Center by EMS personnel, Airman Parks’ life was saved by the quick actions of the trauma team there, although ultimately he lost a kidney and had a leg amputated due to the severity of the wounds; and 


WHEREAS, Airman Brett Parks was subsequently transferred to Brooks Rehabilitation and then to the James A. Haley VA Hospital in Tampa, Florida to continue therapy and recovery, and receive his prosthetic; and   


WHEREAS, the bravery displayed by Airman Parks is yet another of the countless examples of courage and selfless sacrifice displayed by Jacksonville’s military men and women in ways large and small throughout the years, and is another reminder of the importance of the military to Jacksonville and our nation; and

WHEREAS, Brett Parks’ heroism and sacrifice should be honored as an inspiration to us all; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends U.S. Navy Airman Brett Parks for his outstanding courage and self-sacrifice in placing himself in harm’s way to protect a Jacksonville citizen from a violent crime, and extends its very best wishes for a full recovery and a continued career of service to the nation.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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